Scuba Diving Section

POI Name: Sunrise Beach County Park
 COMMENTS  \* MERGEFORMAT 
Address: Sunrise Beach Drive NW 

City: Gig Harbor
Latitude: N47.21.338

Longitude: W122.33.217

Headline: Wolf Eels, Octopuses and Sculpins, Oh My!
Short Copy: 

Sunrise Beach is a Marine Preserve located on Colvos Passage, just north of Gig Harbor. It is a unique wall dive in a high current area that supports large animals used to human presence. Although a relatively small area, the system of small outcroppings continues from a kelp-forested wall at 35 feet down to a second wall at 80 feet and a series of many smaller outcroppings.

The site is full of fish and invertebrates. Living along the walls and under the outcroppings are several friendly wolf eels and octopuses. These animals are used to divers feeding them and it’s not unusual to have them come and give you a warm greeting.

Sunrise is a narrow park running down a long grassy hill to the beach. It is a lengthy hike with gear, but a rewarding dive for intermediate divers used to currents. 

Long Copy:

After walking down the grassy slope and trail to the beach, you can setup your gear on the many logs under a small wooden shelter.

Sunrise is very current sensitive and can only be safely dived approximately 90 minutes before slack flood at the Tacoma Narrows. The current normally is always flows northward, even on the flood, but at that time a back eddy sets up. The tide exchange difference needs to be about 4-6 feet between low and high tide as well for the eddy to set up and the currents not to be too strong. The eddy doesn’t set up on too low of an exchange, and strong currents can be encountered. It can be a bit tricky to figure out; don’t be afraid to ask local divers when to enter the water.

After you gear up, walk down the beach to your right towards a row of houses. The public beach boundary is well-marked by a sign; when you come to it, walk out in the shallow water along the beach until you get to a nearly horizontal pine tree in front of a blue-grey house.

This marks the place to enter the water. Swim out about 50 feet to the top of the upper wall.

If, after descending, you come down the slope and don’t see the short wall area at around 35 to 45 feet, continue along horizontally north or south until you find it. Do not go deeper.

The slope is literally crawling with Penpoint Gunnels and the Red Irish Lords hunting them. You should start seeing boulders and then the wall.
It is quite pronounced; about 15 feet high in places and has several gullies and outcroppings. It is not that long and you can usually make a few different traverses of it at different depths. The wolf eels usually hide in inner recesses, but don’t be surprised if they rush out to greet you, divers do feed them in this area. There are also lots of rockfish, invertebrates and other sea-life.

More Octopuses and eels can usually be found under boulders below the wall.

The lower wall is less pronounced and deeper at around 80 feet. Usually fewer animals are found there, but 6-Gill sharks have been spotted. 

Be careful of the currents away from the wall area; the slopes have no cover and it’s easy to get blown off the dive site. Watch your air consumption and time. When the current picks up and reverses north, come back up into shallow water at the top of the wall, and work your way up to the beach. Often the currents are less, or reversed, on the surface in the shallows.

Do not surface over the wall, currents will tend to carry you north and away from the beach. Boat traffic is a consideration too.

Sunrise Park has portable toilets and picnic tables. Gig Harbor is nearby and has many wonderful restaurants around its shores to enjoy.
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