Scuba Diving Section

POI Name:  Fort Casey State Park - Keystone Jetty
 COMMENTS  \* MERGEFORMAT 
Address: Located three miles south of Coupeville, on Whidbey Island at the Keystone Ferry terminal.

City: Coupeville??
Latitude: N48.09.439

Longitude: W122.40.236

Headline:  Bold Boulders in the Stream

Short Copy: 

Keystone Jetty is quite possibly the richest dive site in Puget Sound for underwater life. Made up of huge boulders stacked on top of each other, it is a marine preserve located on the south side of the Keystone Ferry. Though current swept, it is safely dove in many phases of tide by divers of all abilities. 

Here you will find “old school” Puget Sound: huge ling cod, tiny sculpins, octopus, kelp greenlings, forests of white plumose anemones, bright purple and pink hydrocoral, and a jungle of kelp. The park offers first-rate amenities including convenient parking, easy water access, rinse stations, showers, changing rooms, restrooms, tables and fire pits.

Long Copy:

Follow the signs to the Keystone Ferry, which uses the channel on the other side of the jetty, and you’ll find the parking lot for the beach. The upland areas are fairly windswept and bare, but are right on the beach and offer stunning views.

The main dive area is to the southeast side of the jetty, away from the ferry.

Enter close to the jetty, then surface swim out towards where the kelp starts. Descending there in about 15 feet of water, make your way through the kelp and down to the bottom edge of rocks. Diving along the bottom, work your way up and down checking out the deep recesses for large fish and octopus. You’ll see small nudibranchs and invertebrates, coral, and plumose anemones in great abundance. The current is stronger at the top than the bottom. However, since the jetty’s large boulders offer lots of hand-holds and places to work your way out of the current, it is not overly difficult to dive. Depths are fairly shallow, and it is a good idea to go not much deeper than about 45-50’, as the end of the jetty bottoms out at around 60’.

Planning your dive for slack, or a low current tidal exchange, makes it more pleasant and relaxed. Currents can be quite erratic here, as there is a significant back eddy from the jetty and point. Slack before flood is a good time to dive since there really isn’t a slack before ebb. 
The current off times 
flows north towards the jetty. Hitting in the middle, it splits in two, with the inner section flowing towards the shore and the outer section flowing out towards the sound. Divers can actually stay in that spot, experiencing little current, and then ride it back to the beach.

Divers should use caution in the strong and somewhat unpredictable currents on the jetty, and stay well away from its end, except during slack. It is easy to get swept around it
 and into the boat and ferry traffic lanes. If that happens, stay close to the jetty to get out of the current and swim back to shore, or stay well-submerged and ride it to the opposite beach if you have to.

There is also an old wharf slightly south of the jetty. It is very shallow, at around 20 feet, and is a prolific area for kelp and colorful underwater life of all kinds. The lighting there is particularly good and visibility can be better than at the jetty for photos. It is well-worth part of a dive to check out.
Many divers drift dive between the two, riding the current from the wharf to the jetty in the ebb or last half of the flood, and from the jetty to the wharf in the early part of the flood current. Be sure to keep your depth shallow, swimming up towards the beach no deeper than 25’ while doing so, otherwise you can easily be swept around the jetty or miss the wharf’s pilings.

Keystone is one of the best places on Puget Sound for underwater photography. Though suitable for most divers, beginners should be accompanied by more experience divers, and be well briefed on current diving. The site is very exposed to the sound, and cannot be dived during strong southerly winds. Nearby is Fort Casey with its great vistas and old gun emplacements. The town of Coupeville offers many restaurants and stores.
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�Not sure what this means


�It what? the Jetty? the current?  Can you just get rid of the word "it" and say "it is easy to get swept around and intor boat..."?





