Scuba Diving Section

POI Name:  Edmonds Oil Dock
 COMMENTS  \* MERGEFORMAT 
Address: Marina Park, Admiral Way, Edmonds. Follow signs to the Edmonds-Kingston ferry, turn left at light onto Dayton Street, go west across railroad tracks around curve onto Admiral Way. Follow Admiral Way past Edmonds Marina to end, then right into parking lot (past marina parking lot). Parking and beach entry is before the fence and pier.

City: Edmonds.
Latitude: N47.48.393

Longitude: W122.23.614

Headline: Life Amongst the Pilings

Short Copy: 

Edmonds Oil Dock is a short distance away from the Underwater Park, but offers a much different diving environment for intermediate to advanced divers. Finding huge schools of small fish as well as larger species among the pier pilings rewards a long swim out. Deeper depths also allow for further exploration of fallen timbers. Currents and weather must be considered when planning this dive.

Long Copy:

The Edmonds Oil Dock is a favorite site among many Puget Sound divers, as it has a variety of areas to explore; including a shallower, more protected area under the pier, and the more exposed deeper slope. As many times as you dive it, you will see different things.

It is in front of Marina Beach Park, located amidst the decaying, but still working, loading pier just south of the Edmonds Marina. After carefully determining slack, and being watchful of windy conditions, take a short walk from the parking lot to the water. Gear up, and test your leg muscles in the long surface swim out to near the end of the dock where it forms a “T”. Submerging there will put you in about 50 feet of water.

Swim out amongst the pilings, enjoying the schools of perch and invertebrate life as you keep a look out for lingcod and cabazon. Schools of curious Chimera, also known as Ratfish, are commonly seen here. Enjoy the shafts of light filtering down from above, while you look at clumps of Tube Worms and anemones. Continuing down the slope, you can go as deep as you like and find several piles of pier timbers that are usually home for other fish and life of all kinds. Turn your dive early; you have a long, although fairly shallow, swim back, and it’s much easier underwater between the pilings of the pier.

This site is deceptively open to wind and currents. The pier offers no protection from them, so your fitness for a long surface swim should be considered. The beach is made from loose stones and open to waves. Depths are moderate, 40-65 feet at the pier, but the slopes to the west and north drop off quickly. You should plan your dive near slack current or on a low exchange day. Care should be taken not to swim under loose and leaning pilings. Divers should not dive in front of the marina breakwater; there is too much boat traffic to do so safely.
Marina Park has a nice grassy overlook of the sound with a few picnic tables and benches. The Marina facilities are not open to the public. Brackett’s Landing Park (Edmonds Underwater Park) is near by and has full facilities, including rinse showers, changing and restrooms.

Edmonds has many attractive places to eat and nearby dive shops can supply air fills, equipment or guides.
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POI:  Edmonds Oil Dock 
�hmm...is there another adjective you could use here? Substantial? bigger? gigantic? enormous? ginormous? :-)





